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Finding out about old buildings and 

archaeological sites 

 

Delving a little deeper 

 

Clever techy stuff 
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Step 1: Finding Your Place 

Review 

What do places looks 

like from the air?  

Getting to know 

maps  

Looking into the past with 

maps  



Where is your place? 

 

Why is it special to 

you? 

 

How can I found out 

more about it? 

Ask simple 

questions   



 

 
Step 2: Finding out about old buildings 

 and archaeological sites etc. 



Take a simple approach to finding  

information 

 • Find the relevant heritage database 

 

• Find historic buildings  

 

• Find archaeological sites  

 

• Find finds and findspots 

 

 



Language barrier 

• Statutory – Designations (National) 
• Scheduled monuments -  a scheduled monument is a site that’s legally protected 

because of its historical importance 
 

• Listed building - marks and celebrates a building's special architectural and historic 
interest, and also brings it under the consideration of the planning system, so that 
it can be protected for future generations. 
 

• Designated Heritage Asset - a World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed 
Building, Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield 
or Conservation Area designated under the relevant legislation. 
 

• Non-Statutory  - everything else 

 

• Local – county/local authority/local body 

 



Starting from scratch 

c. 1970s 

 

• Ordnance Survey archaeology division card 

index records for whole of UK, excluding NI 

which had its own (Non-Statutory).  

 

• Department of the Environment records for 

scheduled monuments, listed buildings 

(Statutory). 
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• No coordinated approach. Lots of different 

databases started to evolve for each 

country and counties – buildings, 

photographs, archaeological sites; finds; 

excavations etc. Levels of detail differ. 

Different mapping systems and database 

software used.  

 

• Result - no single UK-wide electronic 

database. Subsequent separate recording 

policies and databases for each country and 

counties 

 

Creation of digital databases 

c. 1970s to the present day 

 

Acronym hell! 
NMR; SMR; HER; SAM; ADS and lots, lots more 
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Finding the right database today  
COUNTRY DATABASE 

 

England   HERITAGE GATEWAY 

 

Wales   HISTORIC WALES 

 

Scotland   1. HISTORIC SCOTLAND 

  2. CANMORE 

Northern   

Ireland   HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT     

  NORTHERN IRELAND     

  (HERONI) 

 

Isle of Man  MANX NATIONAL      

  HERITAGE:  ISLE OF MAN HER   

       

Jersey and the  JERSEY HERITAGE 

Channel Isles 
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England 

 



Now re-invented recently as a single portal into HER’s, NMR, 
Pastscape, Excavation Index (now with ADS, and National 

Heritage List (Statutory) and other National Non-Statutory data 

(eg Milestone Society; National Trust etc) 





Historic Environment Scotland 

 

 

Scotland 
 

Statutory 

Canmore 

Everything else 









Canmore 







Wales 

• Brings together into a single portal all the records for Wales  

Cofflein; Archwillio; CofCymru 







Northern Ireland 
 









Isle of Man 
 

Manx National Heritage 

 

 





Jersey Heritage 

 

 

Jersey (and Guernsey) 
 











Digital Resource Pack 

 

 
Country Website Access Access 

multiple 

Site Help 

PDF 

available 

Site Help 

video 

available 

Shared 

Past Help 

video 

available 

Links 

England Heritage 

Gateway 

Single 

Portal 

    No Yes https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRV8Xh-

op2MhI6yRrAQHg0S0grwcFISfs 

Scotland Historic 

Scotland 

Twin 

Portals 

Historic 

Scotland 

  No Yes https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRV8Xh-op2Mi-

BcWocQVuCXI76bKfjprn 

      Canmore   No Yes https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRV8Xh-

op2MizWeGZ5tgvmHcwOxng0rrv 

Wales Historic 

Wales 

Single 

Portal 

    Yes     

Northern 

Ireland 

HERONI Single 

Portal 

  Yes Yes     

Isle of 

Man 

Isle of 

Man HER 

Single 

Portal 

    Yes     

Jersey 

and 

Channel 

Isles 

Jersey 

HER and 

Guernsey 

HER 

Single 

Portal 

  Yes Yes     
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Delve a little deeper 

STEP 3  




