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e Greek Writing
In this activity you can learn the Greek
alphabet and decipher some words written
in Greek. You will need the worksheets on
the next pages.

You will need:
Pen, paper, worksheet

Useful Questions:
e What other alphabets and forms
of writing do you know about?
e What was the earliest form of writing?
e Why not make up your own alphabet or

code and write secret messages to your - Ti"_\ed
. equired:
friends? 1 hour

This is some Ancient
Greek writing. Greek
writing was written
with no gaps between
words. Why do you
think they didn’t use
gaps between words?
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Worksheet 1
This is the Greek alphabet (the first letters are the
capital letters, the second are lower case):

A B3 [y A 0O
Aa B b "G Dd
Ee ZC Hn ©6
epsilon Zzeta eta theta
Ee Zz Ee TH th
It Kk AA M u
iota kappa lambda mu
Ii K k LI Mm
Nv =& Oo II=n
i Ki omicron pi
NN Xx /[ ks Oo Pp
Pp 2o/¢ Tr Yv
rho sigma lau upsilon
Rr Ss Tt Y/Uy/u
D ¢ X ¥ Qo
phi chi psi omega
F/PH f/ ph CH ch PS ps Oo
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Worksheet 2

The word ‘alphabet’ comes from the names of the first
two letters of the Greek alphabet. Write them down here:

How many letters are there in the Greek alphabet?

How many letters are there in our alphabet?

Try and write your name in Greek here:

Lots of words have survived from ancient Greek in the
English we speak now. Here are some of those words
written in Greek. Write the letters of our alphabet
underneath to work them out. Watch out for Greek
letters that are two letters in our alphabet.

EXO Opo o KOGUNUOG
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OALUTOC OPpKECTpPpWA OCKEVE

There are lots more words that come from Greek in
English. Try writing these words using the Greek alphabet:

Demokratia

— in English this translates as ‘democracy’.

Demos means ‘people’

Kratia means ‘power’

So the word ‘democracy’ literally means ‘people power’.

Philosophia
— in English this translates as ‘philosophy’.

Philos means ‘love’

Sophia means ‘wisdom

So the word ‘philosophy’ literally means ‘love of wisdom’.

Strategos
— in English this translates as ‘strategy’.

Strategos was the name given to a general in the army So
our word ‘strategy’ comes from the Greek word for
general
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Archaeologia
— in English this translates as ‘archaeology’.

Arche means beginning

Ologia means knowledge So the word ‘archaeology’
means ‘knowledge about the beginning [long ago]'.

Hippopotamos
— in English this translates as ‘hippopotamus’.
Hippo means ‘horse’

Potamos means ‘river’

So the word ‘hippopotamus’ means ‘river horse’.

Can you find out about any more? Think of the words
you know ending in ‘ology’ — they have all come from

Greek! ? ??
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