
Taking a Grid Reference

A grid reference is a useful way to identify a 
location on a map and can help other people 
find your site.

1

What is a grid reference? 

Once you have chosen a mapping 
layer it is time to find your site! 
If you are using a smartphone or 
tablet, you can locate your site by 
pressing the ‘locate me’ button. 

The Home Front Legacy app makes taking a grid reference very easy.

Selecting a mapping layer
Select a mapping layer you wish to use. Each mapping 
layer is different and will help you find your site.The 
Google Maps aerial photographs are also a fun way 
of finding sites and buildings.

How to take a grid reference 

Did you know?
The numbers in the grid reference are 

unique to one location.

Pick a Mapping Layer. To do this press 
the icon. The Google Maps, Bing Maps, 
or Ordnance Survey Mapping Layer can 
be selected.                

Did you know?
Archaeologists use aerial photographs to find important 

and undiscovered sites.

Finding your site

This will move the crosshairs close 
to your site. Click, drag, and zoom 
in to find your site.You can also 
find your site by using landmarks. 
Archaeologists often use easy-to-spot 
landmarks such as roads, important 
buildings and rivers to find their sites 
on a map.

Cogs icon
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Once you have found the site you would like to record, place the crosshairs over the centre 
of the site or structure you are recording.

This will place a green pin in the map, and show where your grid reference was taken.  You 
now have your grid reference!

Practice taking a grid reference with the Home Front Legacy recording app. You 
can take a grid reference for your school, home or any other place you know well.
You may also like to practice using the Gazetteer search function. Have a go at 
searching for sites with the grid references below-

TQ 30007 80466           TL 37674 01400           SK 28187 86140          SZ 58353 99714

Over to you

button in the site location section of the information panel.Next, press the

The Gazetteer

Enter a place name, grid reference, or postcode into the 
box and click ‘Go’. 

Find your site by clicking, dragging, and zooming in. Place 
the crosshairs over the centre of your site, and press the 
‘from map’ button to find your site’s grid reference.

Click the  icon to bring up the Gazetteer menu. 

Answer:
Trafalgar Square

Answer: 
Royal Gunpowder Factory, 

Waltham Abbey

Answer: 
Redmires Camp hut

Answer:
Brown Down 
Camp trenches


