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Home Front Legacy 1914-18: An Archaeological Journey
Discovering the First World War Home Front

Introduction to Home Front Legacy
Home Front Legacy 1914-18 is your opportunity to research, discover and record the remains of the
First World War Home Front in the United Kingdom. This partnership project, coordinated by the
Council for British Archaeology with support and funding from Historic England, is open to everyone
and you don't need any prior experience to get involved.
Although much of the fighting took place in Europe, the War had a huge impact on the people,
landscapes and buildings back at home. Many buildings were requisitioned by the military and
government to act as recruitment offices, hospitals, and drill halls. Land was also required to provide
training areas for soldiers, build new airfields and establish large munitions factories.
After the War, the requisitioned buildings were no longer needed and many returned to their prewar function. The factories and airfields built on requisitioned land were often demolished and the
land returned to farmland. Many of the remaining sites and buildings have long since been forgotten
and their First World War use remains to be rediscovered. This is where you come in! Using our
online resources everyone can get involved in archaeology and help record and preserve remaining
First World War sites throughout the UK.
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Home Front Legacy resources
Our resources for youth groups, schools and families are designed to inspire the next generation of
archaeologists and encourage participation in the Home Front Legacy 1914-18 project.

Illustrated Home Front Panoramas:

These panoramas by highly acclaimed cartoonist Dave Chisholm depict aspects of Home Front life on
land, in the air and at sea. The buildings, military activity and people going about their day-to-day
business are based on real places and events that formed part of the Home Front story.

Clue cards, Historic photo cards, Character cards and Story cards:
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These cards enable your group to research and investigate the First World War Home Front. They
can be used with our Home Front panoramas to:
• discover the stories of people on the Home Front;
• investigate the vast array of sites that can be found; and
• learn about the many events that occurred during this period.

Session Plans:

These session plans, developed for primary teachers and group leaders, are designed to help you on
your archaeological journey.
The activities are designed to support the National Curriculums in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland at Key Stage 2, and are suitable for pupils in Scotland following the broad general education
phase of the Curriculum of Excellence. They are relevant for the KS2 ‘Local History Study’ in England
and Wales, ‘The World Around Us’ at KS2 in Northern Ireland, and support experiences and
outcomes in Social Studies at Levels 2-4 in the broad general education of the Curriculum for
Excellence. The activities are also tailored for youth groups such as Young Archaeologists’ Clubs,
Scouts and Guides.
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Session Plan 1 – Introduction to the archaeology of the First World War Home Front, and the
Home Front Legacy project
This session introduces young people to archaeology and why it is important to record First World
War Home Front sites.
Session aims:
•
For your group to learn about archaeology and about the importance of remaining First
World War Home Front sites.
•
For your group or pupils to understand the importance of recording First World War sites
to ensure their long-term preservation.
Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have discovered more about archaeology and why it is important to record
First World War Home Front sites. Your class or group will also learn that sites survive in all locations,
including urban and rural environments.
Session Plan 2 – How were people at home involved in the First World War?
This session introduces young people to some fascinating insights into the Home Front 1914-18.
Session aims:
•
For your group to investigate how people at home were involved in the First World War.
•
For your group to discover the range of activity across the Home Front and to start using
some of the terminology that relates to the Home Front.
Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have discovered the extent and range of activity on the Home Front, as well
as some stories involving men, women and children. They will have started to use some of the key
words and phrases, such as munitions factory, Munitionettes, army camp, hospital, and airfield.
Session Plan 3 – What was our area like 100 years ago, at the time of the First World War? How is
it different today?
This session introduces young people to finding out about their local area from historic sources,
using maps and photographs.
Session aims:
•
For your group to use historic maps and aerial and historic photos to discover and record a
local area.
•
For your group to compare and contrast the similarities and differences between the First
World War and today.
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Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have discovered and mapped their local area, including key buildings that
would have been used to help the War Effort. Using the maps they create, your class or group will be
able to compare and contrast their area between the time of the First World War and today.
Session Plan 4 – Accessing and using the Home Front Legacy recording app
This session will introduce young people to the Home Front Legacy recording app; showing them
how to log in and set up the app, as well as navigating and using the app’s functions and features.
Session aim:
•
For your group to become confident with accessing and using the Home Front Legacy app’s
functions and features to find out more about local sites.
Session outcome:
Your class or group will have discovered more about their local First World War archaeology through
their use of the Home Front Legacy recording app.
Session Plan 5 – How did the First World War affect our local area?
This session will encourage young people to undertake further desk-based research into local First
World War sites.
Session aims:
•
To involve pupils or your group in researching their local area using web-based searches,
local libraries, archives and museums.
•
For pupils or your group to add more information to the Home Front Legacy records by
adding value to existing records, or finding new places to research and record.
Session outcomes:
Your class or group will discover some of the sites already “on the radar” in your local area. Your
class or group may have added extra information to existing records on the Home Front Legacy map,
or created new records to add to the Home Front Legacy map from their own desk-based research.
Session Plan 6 – Field recording
This session introduces practical archaeological field recording skills. It enables groups to collect
appropriate site-based data to upload to the Home Front Legacy project’s map of sites.
Session aims:
•
To involve your pupils or group in recording First World War sites in your local area.
•
For pupils or your group to learn about field recording and archaeology, and to practise the
skills used by archaeologists to record sites
•
To add more information to the Home Front Legacy records by adding value to existing
records, or finding new places to research and record.
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Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have learnt about archaeological field recording and will practise the skills
required to record sites for the Home Front Legacy project.
Session Plan 7 – What happened on the Home Front once the War was over? How did the Home
Front disappear from view?
This session encourages young people to consider how the fabric of the Home Front disappeared
over time.
Session aim:
•
For your pupils or group to consider what happened to buildings and places used to
support the War Effort once the War was over.
Session outcome:
Your class or group will have explored the question, What happened on the Home Front once the
War was over? They will have considered the nature of the evidence that might survive today.
Session Plan 8 – Events on the First World War Home Front
This session introduces significant events that happened on the Home Front during the War.
Session aims:
•
For your group to learn about significant Home Front dates and events.
•
For your group to create a timeline of First World War events on the Home Front.
Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have discovered more about the significant events of the First World War
and will be able to create a timeline of these events. Your pupils or group will have undertaken some
independent research to find out more about one or more of the events.
Session Plan 9 – The roles of women on the Home Front
This session explores the different roles of women on the Home Front during the First World War,
and considers how social attitudes about women and their roles changed as a result of the War. It
also builds connections with the suffragette movement and the impacts of their campaign.
Session aims:
•
For your group to understand and describe the roles undertaken by women on the Home
Front.
•
For your group to investigate how these roles supported the War Effort.
•
For your group to discuss how social attitudes about women’s roles changed due to the
First World War.
•
For your group to think about how the First World War affected the suffragette movement.
•
For your group to consider the places where women worked throughout the War, and to
think about what archaeological evidence for these places might survive today.
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Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have learned about the significant roles women played on the Home Front
and learned about the jobs they undertook to aid the War Effort.
Session Plan 10 – Material culture from the Home Front
This session explores the material culture that survives from the First World War Home Front and
considers what these objects tell us about life at the time.
Session aims:
• For your group to understand what material culture means.
• For your group to discover what types of material culture from the First World War Home
Front survive today.
• For your group to explore what these objects tell us about life on the Home Front during the
First World War.
• For your group to consider what types of material culture from today might survive for
future archaeologists to study.
Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have learned about what material culture can tell us about life on the Home
Front. Your class or group will have developed skills of object description, drawing and photography.
They will have the opportunity to curate an exhibition of objects and/or their written and artistic
work.
Session Plan 11 – Food and diet on the Home Front
This session explores how the First World War affected food supplies on the Home Front, and the
policies and practices that were introduced to tackle the problem.
Session aims:
• For your group to learn about the food people ate during the First World War
• For you group to consider how rationing affected diet on the Home Front
• For your group to learn how rationing was a key part of the War Effort
Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have learned why and how the diet of people living on the First World War
Home Front was affected by the First World War. They will have explored some of the foods eaten
during the War and will have been able to experiment with making and eating First World War
recipes.
Session Plan 12 – Home Front communications and propaganda posters
This session looks at how people on the Home Front communicated during the First World War and
how the government disseminated information through propaganda posters.
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Session aims:
• For your group to learn more about the personal experiences of people on the Home Front.
• For your group to write their own letters from the Home Front.
• For your group to compose and send ‘telegrams’ using Morse Code.
• For your group to learn about censorship, and how this affected the news that was received
on the Home Front from the front lines.
• For your group to produce their own Home Front propaganda posters.
Session outcomes:
Your class or group will have explored the experiences of people on the Home Front through writing
role play, and will have produced their own creative writing pieces based on First World War
communications. Your class or group will have learnt about methods of communication during the
First World War, including using Morse Code to send messages by telegram. Your class or group will
have discovered how letters sent to the Home Front from the trenches were censored. They will
have investigated Home Front propaganda posters and the language and imagery used to encourage
certain behaviours; they will have had the opportunity to create their own First World War
propaganda posters.

Home Front Legacy training videos:

The Home Front Legacy team has joined forces with the Sheffield Young Archaeologists’ Club, to
commission and produce six films to showcase young people getting involved in practical
archaeology, recording the Home Front.
These engaging films produced by young people, for young people, set out to share the basics of site
recording for the Home Front Legacy project. They can be used to support the Session Plans.
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Young Person's Site Recording Guide:

Our eight-part Site Recording Guide offers practical hints and tips for site recording. This guide can
be used as a handout to support your classroom or field-based sessions.

Accessing the resources
The resources are available online for free via the Young Archaeologists’ Club website.
Primary school teacher, youth group leaders and Young Archaeologists' Club leaders should visit
the 'Primary School Teacher or Group Leader Home Front Legacy area'. This features guidance for
running your own Home Front local studies sessions. Here you can find out how to use our wide
range of resources by following our step-by-step walkthrough guide.
If you are a budding archaeologist, visit the 'Home Front Legacy Explorers’ Headquarters'.
Here you will find many fun activities, videos and resources to get you involved in Home Front
Legacy. There are also some hidden “Top Secret” missions for you to complete. Can you find them
all? You can find out more and view some of our upcoming resources via the links below.

Find out more about Home Front Legacy project
•
•
•

Website: www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/homefrontlegacy
Twitter: @HomeFrontLegacy

