
Welcome to the Home Front
Home Front Legacy is your chance to discover, record, and preserve 
the forgotten legacy of  the First World War. You can help us discover 
lost sites and tell the story of the Home Front.

Clipstone Camp accommodation huts © C. Kolonko

Did the War only take place in France?
When you think of  the First World War you might think of fighting in trenches on the ‘Western 
Front’ and elsewhere. What you might not know is that the war also had a huge impact on the 
people in the villages, towns, and cities on the ‘Home Front’ in the United Kingdom.

What is the Home Front?
Although they were not directly 
involved in the fighting, many 
people supported the ‘War 
Effort’ by working in munitions 
factories, treating wounded 
soldiers in hospital, or sending 
parcels of warm clothing, food, 
and sweets to soldiers serving 
on the frontlines. 

These people felt they were 
very much part of the War, and 
living and working back home, 
during wartime, became known 
as the ‘Home Front’.

Munition workers at the National Shell Filling Factory,
Chilwell, Nottinghamshire © IWM (Q 30018)

1



How did the War affect the Home Front?

Factories started to produce bullets, bombs and uniforms for the War Effort. Before the war 
these factories had made everyday items; such as cutlery, clothes, and furniture. Women also 
played a vital role by working in the factories as more men joined the army.

New hospitals were needed to care for injured soldiers. Large houses, village 
halls, schools and stately homes were turned into hospitals to treat the wounded. 

Wounded soldiers in a convalescent camp © C. Kolonko

Think about the First 
World War Home 
Front where you live.
How could the people 
on the Home Front 
support the War Effort?

Air raids took place for 
the first time during 
the First World War. 
Huge Zeppelin airships 
and Gotha bombers 
dropped a total of 5,000 
bombs, mainly at night, 
damaging and destroying 
houses and other buildings.

Bomb damage to a school near Streatham Hill © IWM (HO 99)

Over to you!

The war had a huge 
impact on the lives of 
people on the Home 
Front.

When the war started 
Britain’s army was very 
small. More men were 
needed to win the war 
and many were recruited 
into the army. Local 
buildings were taken 
over, or ‘requisitioned’, 
to act as Recruitment 
Offices. 
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Did you know? 

Huge camps, with large numbers of accommodation huts, had to be built to house the new 
soldiers.



Can you work out which of these are
First World War firsts?

Eight of these statements are true,
two are not.

Can you identify the two false
statements?

1. First time the United Kingdom attacked by
air raids.

2. First time U-boats shelled the English coast.

3. First time men went to France to fight in battles.

4. First time refugees came to the United Kingdom.

5. First time tanks were made in the United Kingdom.

6. First time women wore trousers for work.

7. First time aeroplanes flew in battle over the United Kingdom.

8. First time there was government-controlled food rationing.

9. First time women worked in munitions factories.

10. First time early warning systems were used to detect enemy aircraft.

Captured German submarine UC5 © C. Kolonko

Did you know?

1. Children collected thousands of conkers,
which could be turned into explosives.

2. Great quantities of sphagnum moss were
collected to make dressings for wounds.

3. It was illegal to kill, wound or interfere
with Homing Pigeons.

4. The word ‘tank’ was first used as a code
word for a new secret weapon that became known as the tank.

Home Front Legacy quiz

Ten Amazing Facts about the Home Front 1914-18
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Lorry-mounted anti-aircraft gun  © C. Kolonko



5. 250,000 cows’ intestines were needed to make the lining of one Zeppelin airship.

6. Enemy spies were executed at the Tower of London.

7. Munitions workers were known as canary girls because they often turned yellow, poisoned 
by the chemicals in the munitions.

8. There were 57 Zeppelin bombing raids on the United Kingdom.

9. There were 16,000 British conscientious objectors who refused to fight.

10. Sometimes crowds of more than 50,000 people watched women’s football matches.

Ten Important Home Front 1914 - 18 dates 

• 4 August 4 1914- War declared. Great Britain and Germany are now at War. 

• 16 December 1914- Scarborough, Hartlepool and Whitby are bombarded by German       
battleships. 

• 1915- Thousands of women start working in munitions factories.  

• 24 December 1915- First German air raid, no damage caused. 26 more air raids followed.

• 19 January 1915- Start of the German airship raids. 56 more airship raids followed.

• 29 June 1915- Everyone aged 15 - 65 has to be registered and given an identity card.

• 2 - 3 September 1916- William Leefe Robinson becomes the first pilot to shoot down a 
German airship and win the Victoria Cross.   

• 17 June 1917- The Royal Family changed their name from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor 
and renounced their German titles. 
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First World War recruitment poster © IWM
(Art.IWM PST 2735)



Spot the difference 

Check out the Spot the Difference on page 6. Can you find the fifteen differences between 
the two Home Front illustrations?
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• 25 February 1918- Food rationing is introduced.

• 11 November 1918- The day the First World War came to an end. 

Colouring sheet

Add some colour to our Home Front illustration on the colouring sheet on page 7. 

To find out more about archaeology,
and joining your local Young Archaeologists’ Club,

visit www.yac-uk.org

HLF quiz answers: 
1. True.  2. True.  3. False.  4. False  5. True  6. True  7. True  8. True  9. True  10. True



Spot the difference!

THE FIRST WORLD WAR HOME FRONT 1914-18

Spot the ten differences!
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